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Art by Presque Isle artist Rick Kavanaugh. His works to be featured at the Agency on
Aging in Presque Isle on the first Friday (Oct.6)

 
Dear friends,

As you’ll learn in this newsletter, we’ve
launched our organizational operations grants
even earlier this year. As the program
information notes, the operations grants are
designed to fortify the financial foundations of
arts organizations, enabling them to allocate
resources towards the continual enrichment
of Maine's cultural communities. The $7,500
grant (our largest) will be highly competitive,
of course, because we don’t have the funds
necessary to do what’s really needed to help
lift arts organizations throughout the state.

The program deadline is October and marks a
couple of very important shifts in MAC’s
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practices.

The first is, simply, timing. Decisions on
operations grants will be announced by mid-
January, and those organizations which do not
receive operations funding will have more
than a month to prepare Project Grant
applications, if they so desire.

The second shift is philosophical. For at least
the last two decades grant funders have
primarily offered only project grants. MAC and
many other funders have finally started to
understand that we need to end when I refer
to as the ‘project hamster wheel.’ Without a
sound operating base, organizational projects
are often fleeting. I know first-hand the
challenge of feeling like you always need to
come up with a new project in order to appeal
to funders. With our Organizational
Operations grant, we’re hoping to shift the
focus onto building healthier operations. We
hope other funders will follow this trend – and
it seems like some are. In fact, several
foundations in Maine are starting to offer
multi-year funding, which is wonderful.

Our Operations grants can be utilized for a
wide spectrum of purposes: the support of
day-to-day operations, the promotion of
innovative artistic ventures, the reinforcement
of educational and outreach programs, and the
nurturing of the talents of our local artists. But
what’s most exciting about them – and most
critical – is that they encourage applicants to
look closely at their own relevancy in their
community.

An Associated Press article from last week
focused on the work of the 90-year-old Barter
Theater in Abington, Virginia (population
8,300), which, true to its name, originally
supported to barter system to sell tickets.
Founded at the height of the depression,
tickets were either 35 cents or the equivalent
in vegetables, dairy, or livestock. Today,
Artistic Director Katy Brown personally greets
every theater goer. “You can feel the
ownership from the people that are here,”
Brown says. “Really being a part of your
community in that way is vital to the future of
regional theater.”

In my experience in Maine, actions like Katy

Upcoming Public
Commission Meetings:
Tuesday, November 14, 1- 4
p.m. Zoom 

Contact our agency if
interested in attending our
public meetings in person
or virtually. We would love
for you to join us.
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Brown’s are the norm. Performing arts
presenters and gallery owners succeed the
most when they can make direct, personal
connections with their audiences – and most
do just that.

However, we all learned during the pandemic,
we’re more focused on how we spend our
time. So that adds another level of challenge
to the role of the arts organization. We need
to do more than just ‘put on a show.’ We need
to make sure our work is relevant and rooted
in the community.

MAC’s Organization Operations grants ask
applicants to share their stories about how
they are relevant in the community. We’re all
still learning, of course, but I am confident that
as Maine’s arts organizations can dig deeply
into the issues of relevance and connections to
community, we’ll see that our audiences
desperately want to be part of the excitement.

As most of you know by now, this is my final
month with the Maine Arts Commission. When
I started as Commission Chair in 2019, I had no
idea that it would mark the beginning of such
a fascinating journey. I was surprised and
honored to step into the role of interim
director two and a half years ago. I’ve been
fortunate to work with the wonderful staff
and Commission, and many colleagues in state
regional and federal government. Most of all,
though, it’s been an honor to meet and
connect with so many remarkable artists and
arts leaders around the state.

Thanks for all your support, and I can’t wait to
see what the future brings for the arts in
Maine.

-David Greenham



Join Our Mailing List

Organization Operations Grant Now Open for Applications

Arts Organizations Eligible for Grants of Up to $7,500
The Maine Arts Commission is pleased to announce the early opening of the
Organization Operations Grant. The decision to launch the grant application period
months ahead of the Arts Commission's regular winter cycle signifies a
commitment to encouraging the growth and sustainability of Maine's arts
community.
 
The Organization Operations Grant is open to eligible 501(c)(3) arts organizations
across the state, providing general operating support to those with annual
budgets exceeding $25,000. This grant is instrumental in maintaining the health
and vitality of our arts organizations, infrastructure, and the creative workforce
that calls our state home. The deadline to apply for the Organization Operations
Grant is Wednesday, October 25, 2023, at 5 p.m. 

By initiating the grant application process ahead of schedule, the Arts
Commission's objective is to provide arts organizations with the opportunity to
secure general operating funding during the autumn and project-based funding
during the winter. This extended timeline affords more time for those who may
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not receive the initial grant to refine and strengthen their project grant proposals
in preparation for the application period in February.

To apply for the Organization Operations Grant and access further information,
interested parties are encouraged to visit the Maine Arts Commission's official
grant page at the following URL: Maine Arts Commission Organization Operations
Grant.

Photo header: left, It Was While We Were On Our Way Home by Elaine Ng, ceramic, thread, sewing needles,

paint, 11'h x 28'd x 40'w, 2013. Right, the lobby of Portland Museum of Art, Portland. 

Fire Ravages Port Clyde Waterfront, Leading to
Losses in Art and Community

GoFundME & Fundraiser for Kevin Beers

A devastating fire swept through the waterfront
buildings of Port Clyde, Maine, causing significant
losses, including the destruction of the Maine Wyeth
Art Gallery, Port Clyde General Store, and several
other downtown businesses. Original artworks by
Jamie Wyeth and an illustration by his grandfather,
N.C. Wyeth, were lost in the blaze.

Notably, local artist Kevin Beers suffered an immense
personal loss, with 13 out of his 16 paintings
succumbing to the flames, along with his one-of-a-
kind 360-degree panorama of Monhegan Island
consisting of 16 panels. Unfortunately, Beers had no
insurance coverage for his artworks. 

While there are plans to rebuild and restore this
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beloved community hub, the repercussions extend
far beyond the physical structures. 

Maine Governor Janet Mills expressed her heartfelt
condolences, stating: 

“I’ve spent time in Port Clyde over many years,
visiting, enjoying seafood lunches and breakfasts at
the Dip Net, admiring Wyeth prints and paintings at
the gallery, shopping for souvenirs and groceries at
the general store, catching the ferry to Monhegan,
and kayaking along the shores. These structures, the
heart of the town, were where people gathered, ate
and got caught up on the news of the day. I feel
gratitude for the many firefighters who fought the
blaze and grief for the great loss to this lovely Maine
community. But I know the people of this community
will rally together through this difficult time,
supporting one another, and those like well-
respected Maine artist Kevin Beers who lost many
paintings in the fire, as they emerge stronger -
because that is what Maine people do.”

In a show of solidarity, the Blue Raven Gallery in
Rockland is organizing a fundraiser on Kevin Beers'
behalf. The entire building will showcase Kevin's
works, with a commitment to contributing 100
percent of the proceeds directly to the artist.

Fundraiser Date: Friday, October 21, from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m., and Saturday, October 22, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Furthermore, a GoFundMe page has been established
to support Kevin Beers during this challenging time.
Your generosity and support will provide much-
needed relief and assistance as Kevin works to
recover from this devastating loss.

Your generosity and support mean the world. Thank
you! 

For more information,
please follow these
additional links for
coverage of this tragic
event:

Portland Press
Herald
Bangor Daily News
Boston Globe

Read Maine Arts Commission's Annual Report

We recently published our Annual Report for
the 2023 Fiscal Year.

Within this publication, themes of "hope"
resonates strongly. As you read it, we hope
you will be more hopeful, too. The basics of
our new strategic plan are most certainly
hopeful. We believe that MAC can provide
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READ REPORT HERE

more service, help make connections, work
to encourage a larger pot of funding for the
arts in Maine and facilitate conversation in
preparation for the arts to thrive in our state
in the future.

Beechwood Film of Portland produced a series of
shorts celebrating Maine's Bicentennial with Poems
by Maine Writers and Spoken by Mainers. The series
was envisioned by former Maine poet laureate,
Stuart Kestenbaum as an expansion of Poems From
Here on Maine Public Radio and Maine Public
Classical. The films include Mainers from Governor
Janet Mills to student writers from the Telling Room
in Portland.

In addition to directing and filming the shorts, they
also created music and sound design using a range of
instruments from guitar, to piano, and even our

Exec Producer Stuart
Kestenbaum
Producer Cecily Pingree
Director/DP Lindsay
Steven Mann
Sound Mixer Jason Mann
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thumbs on the rim of wine glasses. And yes,
Governor Janet Mills actually plays the heck out of a
piano! Poems from Here is a project of Maine Public
and the Maine Writers and Publishers Alliance. The
series is supported by The Libra Foundation, the
Lunder Foundation, the Maine Bicentennial
Commission, and the Maine Arts Commission.

WATCH HERE>

We are excited to announce a call for
art for the upcoming Fall 2023 Maine
Veterans Art Exhibition, to be held at
the State Capitol Complex in
Augusta. This exhibition offers a
unique platform for Maine Veterans
to showcase their artistic talents and
share their experiences with the
wider community.

A Call for Veterans'
Art for Fall 2023

Exhibition
Maine Veterans are invited to submit
up to two pieces of two-dimensional
artwork. Selected works will be
prominently displayed at various
locations within the State Capitol
Complex, including the Burton Cross
Office Building (second floor), and at
the Maine Arts Commission, from
November 1 - February 27, 2023.

Key Dates for Fall 2023:
September 5 - October 17:
Registration Open
October 23-27: Art Drop Off
October 30-31: Exhibit
Installation
November 1 - February 27:
Exhibit at Burton M. Cross
Building
November 9- Celebration at
Hall of Flags
February 29: Art Removal
March 1 - 10: Art Pick Up

LEARN MORE HERE>

LEARN.
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Educators: The school year is starting to fall into its rhythm and we're pleased to
announce that registrations for Poetry Out Loud in Maine are now LIVE for the 2023-2024
season! 

Poetry Out Loud is a national arts education program, sponsored by the NEA and the
Poetry Foundation and by the Maine Arts Commission. POL encourages the study of
great poetry by offering free educational materials and a dynamic recitation competition
for high school students across the country. The program helps students master public
speaking skills, build self-assurance, and learn about literary history and contemporary
life. From what I've observed by watching our Maine students compete, it's also just a
lot of fun.

If you'd like to learn more about the program, visit the Poetry Out Loud site to explore
rules and eligibility and to find all of the great resources available for implementation at
your school. Here, you'll also find the updated anthology of eligible poems.

https://mainearts.maine.gov/
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/search/?type=poem


WHAT IS A STORY THAT CHANGED YOUR LIFE, A STORY
THAT YOU CARRY ALWAYS?
Perhaps it was the right book that someone gave you at just the right time. Perhaps it
was a story told around a table by a loved one and then told and re-told. Perhaps it came
to you through song, through art, through film.
On the evening of Wednesday, October 4 at 7:00 PM, five people connected to Maine,
each well known in different ways, will give us a taste of their most vital stories, talk
about why they have held onto them, and consider what these stories might give us for
our collective future.
Stories That Move Me will be an authentic, dynamic, and broadly inclusive night of
storytelling, a reminder of what makes us human. This special event will raise money for
MWPA’s scholarships and fellowships, which support emerging writers and seed our
next generation of storytellers, as well as free community programs and events like the
Maine Lit Fest, which will return in the fall of 2024.

LEARN MORE HERE

https://www.mainewriters.org/stories-that-move-me


The Western States Arts Federation is pleased to partner with its five Regional Arts
Organization (RAO) counterparts (Arts Midwest, Mid-America Arts Alliance, Mid Atlantic
Arts, New England Foundation for the Arts, South Arts) on the 2023-24 National Leaders
of Color Fellowship.
The Leaders of Color Fellowship is a transformative leadership development experience
curated by WESTAF in order to establish multicultural leadership in the creative and
cultural sector.

APPLY now at and please share with anyone you think might be interested.
The deadline to submit an application is Monday, October 16, 2023.
Learn more about the program at artslead.org.

Join the Maine Crafts Association in partnership with Maine Made in celebrating
the life and work of craft artists and businesses in Maine during the 11th annual
Maine Craft Weekend. 

Map your route to open studios, workshop tours, demonstrations in craft
techniques, craft brewery events in collaboration with artists, glassblowing
studios, fiber artists, printmakers, gallery openings, pop-up shops, and more.

Events are statewide and occur throughout the entire weekend! Not sure where to
go? Take a tour through a hub of creative activity to a Featured City: Belfast,
Biddeford, Ellsworth, Freeport, Gardiner, and Monson!
Visit www.MaineCraftWeekend.org for a full list of events and an interactive map!

https://www.facebook.com/WesternStatesArtsFederation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZX20ofKTibE5R1i4Ml6Tb9ykm-eXQCHK6yPYUAF9g86Ca8kPVxQf2mjKKCKSTLEnFjN1hJk6dx_cttaTA0-Q8BNJKCosSHzWP0Qi7Z-y7f82iZX-kL6Dk62pvMAK85SrqAQEPo5Bf5IbcF1QZ6spU5l&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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CelebrateThird Annual Real Maine Fiber Tour & Trail

There’s no better way to explore autumn in Maine than by visiting your local sheep,
alpaca, and rabbit farms, and meeting artists and makers who craft with fiber. A dozen
sites across Maine will welcome visitors to learn more about local fiber
production. Learn how farmers care for fiber animals and crops, get a behind-the-scenes
look at textile production, processing, yarns, knitting, felting and fiber arts.

Tour Stops and Dates
Participating sites choose their dates – generally the first or second, or both the first and
second weekends in October.

View the listings for sites, dates and more information

Maine Arts News & Opportunities 

Job Opportunity | Waterfall Arts Hiring Facilities Manager
Musical Theater Songwriting Challenge Returns for 2023
Sara Juli will present the World Premier of her newest piece, Naughty Bits,
on the Strand Theatre stage on Friday, Oct. 13 and Saturday, Oct. 14 at 7pm
Sip n' Clay for Beginners, Workshop at Denmark Arts Center, 10/3
Strengthening Artists' Resilience: A 4-Step Action Plan for Preparedness
Open call for writers and artists, Sunspot Lit, online competition
Pascal Hall Presents Tapestries of Morris David Dorenfeld, Rockport
Virtual Learning Series: Reimagining Strategic Planning in a Postpandemic
World, October 5.
PODCAST: Voices of the Future, Youth poets from The Telling Room's poetry
anthology, A NEW LAND

Events & Additional Opportunities
UMF Emery Community Arts Center features traveling exhibit of art by
residents of Maine prisons, 10/5 - 11/16
Art of Ellsworth: Maine Craft Weekend 10/5 - 10/8 Art of Ellsworth: Maine
Craft Weekend 10/5 - 10/8

https://www.realmaine.com/itinerary/?itinerary=376,132,3010,1032,278,1025,373,346,356,69,2660,2390,1033
https://mainearts.maine.gov/Postings/Blogs/Detail/Waterfall-Arts-Belfast-Now-Hiring-Facilities-Manager
https://mainearts.maine.gov/Postings/Blogs/Detail/Waterfall-Arts-Belfast-Now-Hiring-Facilities-Manager
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2023/musical-theater-songwriting-challenge-returns-2023
https://mainearts.maine.gov/Postings/Events/Detail/Naughty-Bits
https://mainearts.maine.gov/Postings/Events/Detail/Sip-n-Clay-for-Beginners
https://www.ncaper.org/post/strengthening-artists-resilience-a-4-step-action-plan-for-preparedness?utm_campaign=201b694d-7f73-4d75-bac4-ae407f439818&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=740f7ede-ff63-4703-8c63-dbb12965e1b7
https://sunspotlit.submittable.com/submit
https://www.barnswallowbooks.com/events
https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa-2023-learning-series/?vgo_ee=YOxp%2BELipurGBWeqxyeiLLgYsTyH6Dvd9FUHo2Vq6JKtRAw11DeNQq0%3D%3AzeJlK%2FKKTh89fWRkQ7AXaogR3A4EEHvY#planning
https://voices-of-the-future.simplecast.com/
https://mainearts.maine.gov/Postings/Blogs/Detail/UMF-Emery-Community-Arts-Center-features-traveling-exhibit-of-art-by-residents-of-Maine-prisons-Oct
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Opening Reception Spiritual Ecology, Part One at Maine Museum of
Photographic Arts (MMPA), Portland, 10/6
Scenes of Maine: An Annual Exhibition of Visual Art, Richard Boyd
Gallery, through 10/31
Life Drawing Pop Up - Maine Craft Weekend, Belfast, 10/7
Kaiulani Lee, Actor and Playwright: A Sense of Wonder, Freeport, 10/7
Little Sparks, Small Works Show at Lights Out Gallery open through 10/7
Portland Chamber Music Festival with Heifetz on Tour, 10/11
Luke Concannon live at Denmark Arts Center, 10/13
Sweet Baby James at the Camden Opera House, 10/14
Watershed Center for the Ceramic Arts presents Guest Artist Workshop
with Nicole Aquillano, Edgecomb, 10/13 - 10/15
French Boy/ 1950s Franco American Children's Book Launch with Denis
Ledoux, Franco Center, Lewiston, 10/16
The Firefly Experience with Firefly the Hybrid, Rockland, 10/19
Ying Quartet at Nomad, with Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt , 10/23
Tales by Poe, ballet, Westbrook Performing Arts Center, Westbrook 10/27
Community Little Theatre Presents "The Drowsy Chaperone", Lewiston, 10/27
An Evening with Sally Rogers and Claudia Schmidt, UUC Brunswick, 10/28
Portland Ballet presents: Chills & Thrills, South Portland, 10/28
Silent Horror Film Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde with LIVE Organ Improvisation by
James Kennerley
New England Arts Opportunities & National Opportunities
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